REMARKS 

Response to Restriction Requirement 

Applicant hereby confirms the election of Group I, claims 1-40, without prejudice and 
with traverse, as discussed with the Examiner in an Interview on April 10, 2001 . Applicants 
note that Paragraph 5 of the Office Action states, incorrectly, that election was made "without 
traverse", rather than correctly stating that the election was made "without prejudice". 

Objection to the Specification 

The specification has been amended, in accordance with the suggestions in the Office 
Action, to remove the incorporation by reference of material in a hyperlink. The material 
incorporated by reference is now an iButton manual for the commercially available iButton 
device, which manual is made of record in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 
concurrently herewith, and a copy of which is enclosed with this Response. As evidenced by 
the date, 08/12/97, at the bottom of the manual so incorporated, this manual is that which was 
reachable at the hyperlink set forth in the specification as filed, and, as such, does not 
constitute new matter. 

Claim Rejections Pursuant to 35 IJ.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 1, 3-6, 17-18, and 21-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,696,488, issued to Assisi. 
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The Office Action states that, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 102(b), Assisi discloses a system 
having a device for storing retrieval information relating to a deceased person comprising a 
computer having a memory device permanently affixed to an object at the cemetery, wherein 
memorial information resides on the weather resistant memory device; a portable memory 
reading device, separate from the memory device, that retrieves the memorial information. 

As further stated in the Office Action, Assisi teaches a transmitter/receiver connected 
to the memory device via a data cable (shown as element 4 in FIG. 1 of Assisi). This 
transeiver "is provided., .in the cemetery" (see col. 1, lines 32-34), and allows electronic 
communication between the storage device and the reading device (see col. 1 , lines 34-37). 
Thus, ™ trover in Assisi portable, and the transeiver of Assisi is not part of the reading 
A^c, The porta l ™nin„ device of A«i«i must be "brourht into the vicinity of the 
tr.n.mitter/receiver H.W rather tha n into the vicin it y of the stora pe device, in order to 
n, g w P t^te a chin g ofA^^ ^h1erseecol 1 lines 55-56). Further as illustrated in FIG. 1 
of Assisi. this no n- portable transei v " ™"*t he connected via a data cable to the memory 
Hpyire at the gra v* ^ »nd. as such, is separate an d apart from the memory device. This 
^mte transeiver i. permanently affi xed at the gra ve site, but the storape device of Assisi is 
nnt <n permanently affixed. Without a single, non-portable transeiver permanently affixed at 
the remote location, separate from, and connected via data cable to, the storage device, the 
reading device of Assisi would not be enabled to communicate with the storage device (see 
col. 1, lines 32-38 and lines 55-58, and claim 1). 

In contrast to the teaching of Assisi, the independent claims 1 9. 24, and 28 of the 
present inventio n We heen amend ed to clarify th at the portable reader of the present 
invention direct l y ^mmnnicates w ™* ^ ™»™rv device rather than necessitating the use of 
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. ^ r»Ke. connecti ™ a transeiver and the storage device as taught in A ssisj, as 

explained at page 6, lines 5-18 of the instant application, for example. This clarifies that the 
present invention need not make use of a transeiver, and, wherein a transeiver is present, one 
transeiver of the present invention would be present as an included part of the portable reading 
device, and a second transeiver would be present as an included part of the memory device, in 
order to effectuate "direct" communication between the portable reader and the memory 
device. This stands in direct contrast to the teaching of Assisi, wherein there is employed a 
single transeiver, separate from the reader and the memory device, as an indirect go-between 
for the memory device and the reader. Thus in contrast to Assisi no transeiver of the present 
invention is a device ~ r™«» *nm and connected to the memory device as well as a device 

from the D o*-"- ""Hi"" device, nor is any transeiver of the present invention 
permanently aff »t the remote lotion a part from the memory device. 

Therefore, an advantageous element of the present invention provided by the portable 
reading device directly communicating with the storage device is the elimination of the need 
for devices to be located at the remote location apart from the storage device. This presence 
of only the storage device at the remote location contributes to the robustness of the system, as 
fewer elements of the system are exposed to weather and other factors that may cause 


wear or 


breakdown. 

Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that employment of direct communication 
between the memory device and the portable reading device, as set forth in each of the 
amended independent claims, is not anticipated by Assisi. 

The dependent claims conform to the amended independent claims 1, 9, 24, and 28. 
Thus, Applicant submits that the dependent claims are also not anticipated by Assisi pursuant 
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,„ Section 102(b), for the reasons discussed hereinabove, and, more particular*, because the 
independent claims from which the dependent claims depend are not anticipated by Assisi. 

Claim Rejects Pursuan" " ^ IT S C. 103(a) 

Claims 2, 7-16, 19-20, and 24-40 stand rejected pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

obvious overt Assisi. 

As to the rejection pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 103(a), Applicant submits that the type of 
information stored on the memory device is a part of the structure of the device, ar,d is not 
n.ere.y a functional limitation. Applicants submit that it is apparent to one of skill in the art 
that a memory device comprises the physical storage mechanism and the structure of the dam 
stored therein. Conse^JheJWdinr of Pr rw„ Masham is no. applic^blejojhecte 
•> .Q-mand?' *n~.^H a ,a stru cture co m p rising the information stored on t he 

memory device. 

Further, the Office Action fails to cite a reference teaching the storage of the several 
types of information taught in the present invention, other man the information about a 
deceased party in Assisi, on a memory device that is then accessed by a portable reading 
device. In light of the fact that, as sated hereinabove, varying the data structure on a memory 
device is not obvious, and is no, merely a functional limitation, Applicant submits that a 

fl ,. „■ «. ^„„^s has no, been without citation of a reference or 

Therefore, i, is respectfully submitted that the present invention is not obvious in light 
of the teachings of Assisi. 
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New Claim 55 

Applicant submits that new claim 55 is patentable over Assisi, in light of the 
distinctions discussed hereinabove, and is supported generally by the specification as filed. 

Conclusion 

Applicant has amended the Claims in a diligent effort to place the application in 
condition for allowance, and aNotice of Allowance for Claims 1-40, and 55 is respectfully 
requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ThojnflsJr-McWilliams 
Registration No. 44,930 
Reed Smith LLP 
2500 One Liberty Place 
1650 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7301 
(215)241-7939 


Dated: May 08, 2002 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 


In the Specification: 

Paragraph beginning at page 5, line 6, has been amended as follows: 
In preferred embodiments of the invention, memory devices 2B-3B comprise contact 
memory devices, and each memory device may be may be uniquely associated with an 
identifying code. Contact memories generically comprise physical devices that attach directly 
to an object and can be read through active or passive contact with a reading device. Typically 
contact memories are approximately the size of a clothing button, and comprise a stainless 
steel container housing a small memory chip inside. Information can usually be written to the 
contact memory through temporary active or passive contact with the contact memory as well. 
In preferred embodiments of the invention, memory devices 2B-3B comprise [an] a 
commercially available iButton® contact memory device, the mechanical and technical 
standards for which [are available at htt p://www.ibu ttom.com/ibuttons/standard.pdf, and] are 
incorporated hereby by reference. Memory devices 2B-3B may also comprise, in addition to 
contact memories, read only memory (ROM) devices, electronically erasable programmable 
read only memory (EEPROM) devices, electronically programmable read only memory 
(EPROM) devices, random access memory (RAM) devices, static random access memory 
(SRAM) devices, static bar c odes, or any other device that is small in size, can be easily and 
permanently attached to a physical object, can store large quantities and varied types of 
information, and can withstand extreme weather conditions without losing or damaging the 
information stored therein and/or thereon. The information is stored in and/or on the memory 
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device in a format suitable for the type of memory device used, extensible markup language or 
hypertext markup language comprising the preferred format. 

In the Claims: 

Claims 1, 9, 24, and 28 have been amended as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A system for providing memorial information about a deceased 
party interred at a cemetery location comprising: 

(A) a memory device affixed to a physical object positioned at the cemetery 
location, the memorial information residing on the memory device; and 

(B) a portable memory reading device, separate from the memory device, 
that retrieves the memorial information directly from the memory device when positioned at 
the cemetery location and communicates the memorial information to a party located at the 
cemetery location. 

9. (Amended) A system for providing historical information about a 

historically notable location comprising: 

(A) a memory device affixed to a physical object positioned at the 
historically notable location, the historical information residing on the memory device; and 

(B) a portable memory reading device, separate from the memory device, 
that retrieves the historical information directly from the memory device when positioned at 
the historically notable location and communicates the historical information to a party 
located at the historically notable location. 

24. (Amended) A method for providing information related to a remote 
location, the information comprising memorial information about a deceased party where the 
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remote location comprises a cemetery location, and the information [comprises] comprising 
historical information about the remote location where the remote location comprises a 
historically notable location, comprising: 

(A) storing the information on a memory device, the information being 
stored in a format [that can be] for direct retrieval [retrieved] from the memory device and 
[displayed] display to a party with a portable memory reading device, wherein the portable 
memory reading device is separate from the memory device, when the portable memory 
reading device is in close proximity to the memory device; and 

(B) affixing the memory device to a physical object positioned at the remote 

location. 

28. (Amended) A system for providing information related to a geographically 

remote location comprising: 

(A) a memory device affixed to a physical object positioned at the remote 

location, the information residing on the memory device; and 

(B) a portable memory reading device, separate from the memory device, 
that directly retrieves the information from the memory device when positioned at the remote 
location and communicates the information to a party located at the remote location. 

Claim 55 has been added. 

55. (Newly Added). A system for providing information related to a geographically 

remote location, comprising: 

a memory device affixed at the remote location; 

a portable memory reader, separate from said memory device; 


13 


a data connector, wherein said data connector, upon wired connection to said portable 
reader and upon contact with said memory device, passes the information directly from said 
memory device positioned at the remote location to said portable reader located at the remote 
location 
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